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Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 


CO 


PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF 
ABANDONMENT BASED ON UNTIMELY MAILING OF ADVISORY ACTION 

Applicant hereby petitions under 37 CFR 1.181 and MPEP 71 1.03(c) for 
withdrawal of the holding of abandonment of the above-identified application, as the 
Examiner's Advisory Action was mailed 108 days after Applicant's timely filing of an 
after final amendment. 


On February 27, 2003, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application 
mailed a Final Office Action which rejected all the claims pending in the application 
under new grounds. 
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On May 15, 2003, an Amendment and Response after Final Rejection (the 
Amendment of May 15, 2003) and a corresponding return receipt post card were mailed 
by the undersigned attorney in response to the new grounds of rejection raised in the 
Final Office Action of February 27, 2003. 

On May 27, 2003, the undersigned attorney's law office received the return 
receipt post card date stamped with a Patent Office receipt date of May 19, 2003. A copy 
of the date stamped return receipt post card is enclosed herewith. 

On August 12, 2003, the undersigned attorney mailed a Status Inquiry to the 
Patent Office to determined why no communication had been received in response to the 
Amendment of May 15, 2003. 

On August 25, 2003, in response to the Status Inquiry mailed on August 12, 2003, 
Wynette Stapor of Group Art Unit 2800, telephoned the undersigned attorney and 
requested that a copy of the Amendment of May 15, 2003 be faxed to her. 

On August 27, 2003, the 6 month statutory period for responding to Final 
Rejection mailed on February 27, 2003 expired. 

On September 4, 2003, 8 business days after faxing the copy of the Amendment 
of May 15, 2003 to Art Unit 2800 and 108 days after the Patent Office received the 
original copy of the Amendment of May 15, 2003, Mr. Mayo, the Examiner in charge of 
the application, mailed an Advisory Action denying entry of the Amendment because it 
allegedly raised new issues that would require further consideration and/or search. 

On September 8, 2003, the Advisory Action of September 4, 2003 was received 
by the undersigned attorney's law office. 

On September 9, 2003, the undersigned attorney conducted a telephone interview 
with Examiner Mayo to inquire about the delayed mailing of the Advisory Action of 
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September 4, 2003. Examiner Mayo indicated during this telephone interview that the 
entire delay was due to the fact that the application was under review pursuant to 
Examiner Mayo's participation in a signatory authority program. 

The filing of this petition is believed to be timely under 37 CFR 1.181 (f), as it is 
within two months of the August 27, 2003 6-month statutory period for response. Note 
that, as of today, no formal notice of abandonment has been received in this application. 

A request for Continued Examination of the above-identified application is 
enclosed herewith along with the requisite fees. 

No fee is believed to be required for this petition. The Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR 1.16 
and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17, which are associated with 
this communication, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2061. 


RespectMly submitted, 


DUANE MORRIS, LLP 
100 College Road West, Suite 100 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
(609) 919-4408 - telephone 
(609) 919-4401 -facsimile 
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